
  

 
 

11.-12. Juni 2018 
Universität Zürich, Schweiz 

 
Kurfassung Vortrag – Zentrallabor in klinischen Stu dien 
12. Juni 2018 09:00 – 09:45 Uhr 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Covance Central Laboratory in the clinical trial te sting industry  
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The Drug Development process is a complex, lengthy and highly regulated path from discovery 

(research) to commercialization. It takes between 5 and 15 years to bring a new medicine to market 

with an average cost of 1.5 billion USD. Due to its high costs and long time spent to deliver a drug to 

the market, there is a need to contract and partner with companies that provide innovative and 

automated services and solutions to support pharmaceutical and biotech companies in developing 

new drugs and to help patients.   

Covance is a contract research organization (CRO) with global experience in many therapeutic areas 

such as respiratory, cardiovascular, immune, oncology etc. providing services to pharmaceutical 

companies for the different phases of clinical research. Covance is working on over 4000 protocols, in 

over 100 countries worldwide, working with more than 139000 investigator sites to help over 

1.400.000 million patients.   

Drug development companies such as Covance provide a variety of services which include testing, 

analysis, fast and cost effective logistics, quality data and project coordination. Covance’s core team 

consists of 4 main departments: The Laboratory, Operations (e.g. Logistics), Data Management and 

Project Management. Once the final client protocol is received from the client the Covance Testing 

Services team translates this into a Statement of Work summarizing and detailing the services the 

company will provide. Covance`s own production facility builds material (e.g. laboratory kits) on 

demand and provides these to the investigator sites participating in a clinical study. Once samples 

collected from sites are received at Covance, they will be analyzed and reports sent out to the 

investigator sites and the pharmaceutical company conducting the clinical trial. 

 Covance has experience working on over 1.800 molecules and has performed 250 million tests on 

over 5.600 clinical trials in the past 5 years. It provided a rate of 98.3% reportable tests in 2016. Each 

central laboratory in the different locations uses the same laboratory instruments and the same 

testing methodology. Combinable data and harmonization creates a global footprint. In addition, the 

laboratory has knowledge and expertise in several areas beyond standard safety testing such as 

Genomics, Flow Cytometry, and Microbiology etc.          
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